PERFORMANCE OF A TRADITIONAL CHARACTER
SPAIN: DON QUIXOTE

INTRODUCTION

We are in Spain. Don Quixote rides on Rocinante along the land of La Mancha . His slim figure appears drawn, outlined on a clean dusk. (on a screen some images of the land where Don Quixote lived so many adventures could be projected).

In the distance he makes out a person who appears wearing a very different attireto Don Quixote’s (armour, helmet and sword). He wears a turban, a long tunic and rides on a donkey.

Step by step they get closer and their encounter and consequent dialogue occur:

Nusredin: Goog morning, knight-errant Don Quixote.

Don Quixote: Good morning, Nusredín. Could I treat you the same way?, as a knight-errant?
Nusredín: Of course. Although I’m riding a donkey, why wouldn’t I be a good knight? And errant as well?

Don Quixote: You’re right. There is no hack like my Rocinante, although thin and ungainly, but I believe you are wise, a great master who has taught a lot of people  his lessons on defence of a fair world. And that is why you are a great knight!

Nusredín: Now we are in equal conditions, I’ll tell you why I have come to visit your land of La Mancha. By the way, a stainless place, because everything is clean and pure sky and land, and I can’t see any stain on you, either on your clothes or  on your heart… I’m here because some students from Turkey have chosen me as a literary traditional character for a European Project called Comenius, in which six countries, Turkey, Poland, Italy, Romania, Bulgaria and Spain take place.

Don Quixote: Comenius? That excellent educator who illustrated the texts to teach Latin? A great man who made the learning task easier for children? What does he want us to do?

Nusredín: He doesn’t want anything. It’s the children from those countries the ones who want us to meet and get to know each other little by little so that eventually in Turkey we all know something about the protagonists of these wonderful stories.

Don Quixote: It’s not a bad idea. We both can start living adventures because we are used to them. In addition, we have a lot of things in common: we are wise, absent-minded anti-heroes and we fight for our ideal without moving away from reality.

Nusredín: That’s it! Maybe I am more ironic and evil. You, more naive. But we fight for a fairer world indeed. A world in which not just a few are right. A world in which there are no prejudices and everybody can think, help the others, fall in love desperately, be good and fair. A world in which we all are free. 

Don Quixote: I’ve had an idea, the children could play a scene of my life and end by giving a present vision of all my adventures, what do you think?
Nusredin: Sure, I’ll do the same and then tell the children everything.
Don Quixote: You have already witnessed a part of my adventures. I’m willing to see what the children play in your honour.

Nusredín: It is important to know one another and that our lives cross borders. You will see them soon. So long.
Don Quixote and Nusredín know each other through their words. This dialogue can be acted out. The same can be done with the other characters.  The exchange of words is useful to know the literary traditional characters from all the countries that are part of the Comenius Project. The democratic values which represent their identity must be included.

Next Don Quixote invites Nusredín to watch the scenes of his adventures. One of the scenes is based on a well-known chapter (the dualism windmills-giants, which personifies the dualism reality-fiction; matter-fantasy; pragmatism-imagination; madness-sense); and the other scene is a transposition to the present time of the eternal values which remain in force.

The play will follow this pattern:

· Meeting of both characters ( their meetings will increase along their journey)

· Knowledge of the characters through the theatre dialogue
· Performance of two dramatized scenes: 

· Faithful-to-text scene
· Updated scene which recreates the present democratic values of our time.

The dialogues among the characters are kept for a future performance.

· Final summary in which the characters, all together, assess the chosen scenes and their importance in the World Literature.
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